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VMV Commerce, JMT Arts & JMT Arts College

Wardhaman Nagpur, Nagpur

The Green Campus, Energy and Environment Policy

Context

VMV College, located in East Nagpur, Maharashtra, is dedicated to balancing
academic excellence with environmental sustainability through its Green
Campus, Energy, and Environment Policy. This comprehensive policy
integrates eco-friendly practices into the college’s daily operations,
involving students, faculty, and staff in sustainable initiatives. With a vision
to reduce its environmental footprint and promote responsible resource
management, the institution aims to cultivate a culture of environmental
awareness that will influence not only the college community but also the
surrounding regions.

The policy is designed to create a healthy, sustainable learning environment
by focusing on areas such as energy efficiency, waste management,
pollution control, and conservation of natural resources. Through a
combination of policy frameworks, awareness campaigns, and
infrastructural improvements, VMV College strives to become a leader in
this area.

Scope of the Policy

The Green Campus, Energy, and Environment Policy of VMV College
outlines various strategic actions aimed at achieving sustainability across
multiple domains. The college recognizes that environmental sustainability
is 2 multidimensional concept that must encompass every aspect of campus
life, from student participation to the responsible use of resources.

The policy focuses on:

. Waste management (solid, liquid, and e-waste)

. Energy conservation and renewable energy generation
. Pollution reduction and clean air initiatives

. Green infrastructure development

. Environmental awareness and education initiatives

This holistic approach aims to create an environment where eco-friendly
ena the norm and sustainability becomes ingrained in the culture
of the institution.




Focus Areas of the Policy

Clean Campus Initiatives

VMV College actively supports India’s national cleanliness campaign, the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. The college’s clean campus initiatives are essential
in promoting a clean and hygienic environment, which is a fundamental
step toward sustainability. These initiatives also extend beyond campus
boundaries to affect the local community.

. Student and Staff Participation: Regular cleanliness drives
are organized to engage both students and staff. These drives help create a
culture where hygiene and cleanliness are prioritized and celebrated. By
involving the entire campus community, the college promotes ownership of
the campus environment.

. Swachh Bharat Integration: The National Service Scheme
(NSS), National Cadet Corps (NCC), and the Green Club work together to
extend cleanliness initiatives beyond campus grounds. These groups
organize events that benefit the larger community, including waste
collection, educational drives, and sanitation improvement projects.

o Awareness Drives: To instill a sense of responsibility in
students, the college organizes essay writing competitions, poster design
contests, and dramatic performances (skits) that focus on cleanliness.
These activities reinforce the message that individual actions can lead to
meaningful change in the environment.

. Waste Removal Initiatives: Special campaigns are conducted
periodically to clear campus spaces of unusable equipment, broken
furniture, and outdated technology. This process keeps the campus neat
and organized, and also provides an opportunity to recycle or responsibly
dispose of materials that are no longer useful.




Landscaping Initiatives

VMV College has a large green campus, which is not only a source of pride
but also serves as an active contributor to environmental health. The lush
greenery provides clean air, moderates the campus climate, and encourages

biodiversity.

. Tree Plantation Drives: Annual tree plantation events are
organized to plant new saplings on campus. These events, driven by
student societies and environmental clubs, contribute to a greener, more
sustainable campus. The tree-planting initiative also provides students with
an opportunity to engage with nature and understand the importance of

afforestation.

. Prioritization of Native Plant Species: In its landscaping
efforts, the college focuses on planting native species. Native plants are
well-suited to the local climate, require less water, and are easier to
maintain. Moreover, they provide habitat and food for local wildlife, thus
supporting biodiversity.

Clean Air Initiatives

VMV College recognizes the importance of maintaining clean air as a crucial
part of its sustainability efforts. By reducing air pollution on campus, the
college helps to create a healthier environment for all students, staff, and
visitors.

. Smoking-Free Campus: The college has enacted a strict no-
smoking policy to ensure the air on campus remains clean and free of
tobacco-related pollutants. This policy not only contributes to a healthier
campus but also sets a positive example for the wider community.

. Promotion of Electric Vehicles (EVs) and Bicycles: To reduce
emissions, VMV College encourages the use of electric vehicles and bicycles.
Additionally, bicycle stands are available to promote cycling as an eco-
friendly mode of transport.

. Carpooling Awareness: In an effort to reduce traffic
congestion and vehicular emissions, the college promotes carpooling
among staff and students. Regular campaigns highlight the benefits of
carpooling, both in terms of cost savings and environmental impact.




. “No Vehicle Day" on every 4" Saturday:

VMV College observes "No Vehicle Day" on the touth Saturday of every mon

th to acti\‘;\‘l\‘ reduce its carbon footprint and promote cleaner air. This initia
tive enmuli‘lgvs students and statt to utilize bicycles, electric vehicles, or pu
blic transportation, promoting a healthier and more sustainable environme
nt. By minimizing vehicular emissions, the college takes a significant step to
wards combating pollution and enhancing the overall quality of life on cam

pus.

Infrastructural Initiatives

VMV College has taken several infrastructural steps to ensure that its
facilities align with its sustainability goals. These measures are designed to
reduce resource consumption, promote energy efficiency, and create a
greener campus.

. Solar Power Plant: The college has installed a solar power
plant of 45 KW capacity that generates clean energy for use across the
campus. This renewable energy source reduces the college’s reliance on
non-renewable energy and helps lower its carbon footprint and college also
have provision for another 45KW capacity plant

. Energy-Efficient Equipment: The college has replaced older,
less-efficient equipment with modern, energy-efficient alternatives. This
includes the widespread use of LED lighting, energy-saving fans, and other
appliances designed to minimize energy consumption.

. Water Conservation through Rainwater Harvesting: A
rainwater harvesting system has been installed on campus to conserve
water and reduce dependence on the municipal supply. This system
captures and stores rainwater for use in landscaping, reducing water
wastage and contributing to groundwater recharge.

. Energy Audits: Regular energy audits are conducted to assess
the college’s energy usage and identify areas where improvements can be
made. These audits help the institution remain energy-efficient by
continually updating its practices and equipment.




Waste Management Processes
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Solid Waste Management

The college has developed a comprehensive approach to managing solid
waste. This strategy revolves around reducing waste generation, promoting
recycling, and ensuring that waste disposal does not harm the environment.

. Paper Waste Reduction: VMV College has entered into an
agreement with Jagdish Trading Company, a certified waste management
firm, to recycle paper waste generated on campus. This partnership
ensures that paper waste is handled responsibly, reducing the

environmental impact of the college’s operations.

° Technological Transition: By digitizing attendance records,
assessments, and other administrative functions, the college has drastically
reduced its paper consumption. The institution also encourages the use of
e-books and online journals, further minimizing the need for printed
materials.

s Awareness on Food Waste: VMV College promotes basic
qwareness among students regarding the importance of minimizing food
waste. Along with teaching, students are encouraged to adopt mindful
eating habits and reduce waste, fostering a culture of sustainability and

responsibility within the campus.

. Workshops on Waste Management: Regular workshops are
held to educate students and staff about the principles of responsible waste
management. These workshops focus on the importance of reducing,
reusing, and recycling materials to minimize the amount of waste sent to

landfills.
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Liquid Waste Management

VMV College is equally committed to managing liquid waste in an
environmentally responsible manner. The college explores innovative
techniques to recycle water and minimize wastage.

. Water Conservation Campaigns: In addition to its rainwater
harvesting system, VMV College runs campaigns to educate students and
staff on water conservation techniques. These campaigns emphasize the
importance of using water efficiently, both on campus and at home.

. Hazardous Chemical Disposal
This policy for hazardous chemicals waste management at VMV College
provides numerous advantages. It ensures the safe handling, neutralization,
and disposal of hazardous chemicals, thereby minimizing environmental
and health risks. The policy mandates proper labeling and documentation,
and training for all personnel involved. This commitment underscores VMV
College’s dedication to sustainability and environmental responsibility.

E-Waste Management

As the use of technology grows, so does the generation of electronic waste.
VMV College has implemented measures to handle e-waste responsibly.

. Collaboration with Certified Vendors: The college partners
with certified e-waste management vendors to ensure that outdated
electronics are safely disposed of and recycled. This partnership ensures
that toxic substances from electronic components do not harm the
environment.

. E-Waste Awareness Initiatives: The college organizes
workshops and information campaigns to educate students about the
proper disposal of electronic waste. These initiatives raise awareness about
the environmental hazards posed by improper e-waste disposal.

. E-Waste Disposal Drives: Collection points for batteries and
other small electronic components are installed across the campus by
taking dedicated drives. This ensures that such items are safely disposed of
and do not end up in landfills.



Awareness Initiatives

Creating a culture of sustainability at VMV College requires a concerted

effort to raise awareness about environmental issues among students, staff,
and the wider community.

Student Societies and Departmental Activities

Student participation is a key component of the college’s sustainability
initiatives.

. Green Club: The college’s Green Club plays a central role in
organizing eco-friendly activities, often in collaboration with the NSS z%nd
NCC. These activities include tree plantation drives, waste segregation
workshops, and awareness campaigns on energy conservation.

o Competitions and Events: VMV College frequently holds
competitions such as debates, quizzes, and art contests that focus on
environmental themes. These events provide students with a platform to
express their views on sustainability while engaging in healthy competition.

. Fieldwork and Projects: Students are encouraged to
undertake projects related to environmental sustainability. This hands-on
experience allows them to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world
problems and develop solutions that benefit the environment.

Community Outreach: The college’s environmental initiatives
extend beyond campus, with students participating in outreach programs
that educate local communities about issues such as waste management,
water conservation, and energy efficiency.




Andits and Certificztions
Green Aadit

VMV Colezz conducys reguler green audits to assess its environmental
peformznce znd identify zrezs for improvement. These audits are

ssentizl for ensuring that the college continues to meet its sustainability
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. Review of Energy Consumption: The green audit helps the
collzge monitor iis energy consumption and develop strategies to reduce
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. Waste Mzanagement Evaluation: The audit evaluates the
efectiieness of the wllege’s waste management processes and suggests

r

improvemenis to ensure that waste is being handled responsibly.

Enerzy Andit

Enerzy zudits help the college monitor its energy usage and implement
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B Identifying High-Consumption Areas: These audits identify

225 wiaere energzy consumpdon is high, allowing the college to take

rgeted actions to reduce consumption
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. Lizhting Optimization: As part of the audit process, the
olzzz reviews its lighting systems and replaces outdated fixtures with
enersy-efficient LED zlternativ
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. Promotion & Use of LED Lights:

VMV College actively promotes the use of LED lights across its campus to en
hance energy efficiency and reduce electricity consumption. By replacing tr
aditional lighting with LED technology, the college significantly lowers its e

nvironmental impact and operational costs. This initiative not only support
s sustainability efforts but also sets a positive example for students and the

wider community to embrace energy-saving practices.

Plastic-Free Campus

In line with its sustainability goals, VMV College is committed to becoming
a plastic-free campus by eliminating single-use plastics.

Ban on Plastic Bags and Bottles: The college has banned the
use of plastic bags and single-use plastic bottles on campus. Students and

staff are encouraged to use reusable alternatives, such as cloth bags and
refillable water bottles.

Awareness Campaigns: Regular campaigns are conducted to
educate students about the harmful effects of plastic on the environment.

These campaigns aim to change behaviour and encourage the use of
sustainable alternatives.

Substitutes for Plastic: The college promotes the use of

biodegradable materials, such as paper and bamboo, as substitutes for
plastic cutlery, packaging, and other disposable items.




Conclusion

The Green Campus, Energy, and Environment Policy of VMV College
underscore the institution’s commitment to environmental sustainability.
By promoting clean air, energy conservation, waste management, and
biodiversity, the college aims to create a campus that not only provides
high-quality education but also promotes an appreciation for the natural
world. The active participation of students, faculty, and staff in these
initiatives ensures that sustainability becomes an integral part of campus
life,

Through the implementation of this policy, VMV College is positioning itself
as a leader in environmental education and community engagement. The
institution’s commitment to green practices will not only benefit the college
community but also contribute to the global effort to protect the
environment for future generations.
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